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from Whitehall, it; may be that the dedication
revealed too much; at any rate the King made no
sign. It must certainly rank amongst life's little
ironies that when, years later, royal acquiescence
was at last revealed, the effect was that of a damp
squib. When, in 1651, Cartwrighfs tragi-comedy,
The Siege 9 or Love's Convert 9 was posthumously
published, it surprised by presenting a verse-
dedication to the martyred king. It would seem
that the play had been acted before Charles I
during his final sojourn in Oxford, and that a
manuscript copy of the text, suitably inscribed,
had then been given to him. So unhappy^ how-
ever, was the hour of publication that the innova-
tion established no precedent. For all his interest
in the drama and his influence on its trend,
Charles II never signified to any of the dramatists
of his time by hint or otherwise that he would
be pleased to accept the dedication of any par-
ticular play* Eventually, it was the women of
the blood royal who first awakened to the neces-
sity of showing appreciative condescension* In
1693, ShadwelFs comedy. The Volunteer$> or The
Stock jobbers^ was openly dedicated by his de-
spairing widow to Queen Mary in terms of equal
misery and obsequiousness. In 1697, Congreve
laid Ms Mourning Bridn at the feet of the Princess